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The Indian historical tradition reckons the chronology from Svayambhuva Manu to
Chronology e P

of ind ™ the Mahabharata era in terms of the elapsed number of Manvantaras and
Mahayugas {Chaturyugas). It is recorded that six Manvantaras and the Dvapara
Yuga of the 28th Mahayuga of the seventh Manvantara had elapsed during the
Mahabharata era. Though the 5-year Yuga calendar continued to be in vogue
starting from the early Vedic era to the Mahabharata era, the duration of a
Yuga and a Chaturyuga were increased from 5 years to 1200 years and from 20
years to 4800 years respectively at the end of the 28th Krita Yuga. Later, the duration of a
Chaturyuga was again increased from 4800 years to 12000 years considering the differential
duration of four Yugas in a ratio of 4:3:2:1.

During the pre-Mahabharata era, ancient Indian astronomers further extended the duration of a
Yuga from 1200 years to 432000 years (1200 times 360) and the duration of a Chaturyuga from
12000 years to 4320000 years (12000 times 360) with the objective of achieving accurate
calendrical calculations. Unfortunately, those scholars who later updated the Puranas had
erroneously deemed the increased calendrical duration of Chaturyugas as a given fact, and on
that basis, narrated the chronological history of ancient India, resulting in, since antiquity, the loss
of the true chronology from Manu to Mahabharata.

The research found that the epoch of the end of the 28th Krita Yuga of the Vaivasvata Manvantara
would be the strongest basis, if it is accurately established, to retrieve that lost chronology.
Latadeva, a disciple of Aryabhata provides verifiable astronomical details of the epoch of the
Kritayuganta in his SGrya Siddhanta. According to him, Mayasura wrote Siirya Siddhanta at the end
of the 28th Krita Yuga when all five planets, the sun and the moon were in a perfect conjunction in
Mesa Rasi (Aries) on Chaitra Sukla Pratipada. This research is able to determine that this rarest of
conjunctions occurred on 22nd Feb, 6778 BCE, leading to the accurate fixing of the epoch of the
beginning of the 28th Treta Yuga as 6777 BCE.

The duration of the Treta Yuga was only 1200 years because the duration of a Yuga was extended
from 5 years to 1200 years in 6777 BCE. After the end of the 28th Treta Yuga, the differential
duration of four Yugas was introduced; therefore, the duration of the 28th Dvapara Yuga was 2400
years. As the duration of a Yuga, before 6777 BCE, was only five years, This research is able to
establish the epoch of the early Vedic Yuga calendar as being around 15962 BCE. In this manner,
the chronology has been reconstructed in this book, from the time of Svayambhuva Manu to the
Mahabharata era based on the verifiable archaeo-astronomical references found in Vedic
literature and Post-Vedic literature - the Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the Puranas.
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Prior to the colonial era, Indians traditionally followed a well-established

chronological history as narrated in the Puranas starting from the Mahabharata

era to the Gupta period. The regnal periods of the Brihadratha, Pradyota and

fe Sisunaga dynasties of the Magadha Empire given in the Puranas clearly indicate

M d that Mahapadma Nanda founded his Nanda dynasty 1500 years after the

e 2y Mahabharata war. Evidently, the traditional chronology places Buddha in the
19th century BCE and Chandragupta Maurya in the beginning of the 16th

century BCE. Colonial historians identified Sandrokottus with Chandragupta Maurya and dated

him as the contemporary of Alexander and the date of Buddha nirvana has been brought

forward by 1380 years and fixed around 483 BCE.

In fact, the complex problems in Indian chronology arise from a misunderstanding of the epochs
of ancient Indian eras. | have discovered that the Kurtakoti copper plate dated Saka 530 refers to a
total solar eclipse occurred on 9th May 53 BCE in Northern Karnataka which conclusively
establishes that the Saka era commenced in 583 BCE and the Sakanta era commenced in 78 CE.
Historians mistakenly mixed up these two epochs which led to a chronological error of 660 years.
Out of two contemporary copper plates found at Pranaveshvara temple, Talagunda, one plate is
dated in the Saka era whereas, another is dated in the Sakanta era.

Apart from this error of 660 years, later Jain historians inadvertently identified Ujjain King
Chandragupta, a disciple of Bhadrabahu with the Maurya King Chandragupta which made
Mahavira, a contemporary of Buddha. In reality, Buddha attained nirvana 675 years before the
year of Mahavira nirvana. Puranas and the Burmese inscriptions clearly indicate that Buddha
attained nirvana in 1864 BCE. Recent excavations at Lumbini and the radiocarbon samples
collected from the Trench C5 at the center of the Buddhist shrine at Lumbini indicate an earliest
date of 1681 BCE. Thus, there is a chronological error of 1380 years in dating of Buddha nirvana
due to mixing up of two different epochs of Saka and Sakanta eras and the mistaken identification
of Chandragupta, the disciple of Bhadrabahu. The dating of Buddha nirvana in 1864 BCE also
validates the traditional date of Adi Sankaracharya in the 6th century BCE.

The present research work is completely based on the comprehensive study of the chronological
content of the inscriptions. This research has discovered the exact epochs of various ancient
Indian eras that conclusively uphold the authenticity of the Puranic chronology and expose the
fallacy of the chronology given in the modern textbooks of Indian history. There is a serious need
to re-write the entire history of ancient India with reference to the newly discovered epochs of the
ancient Indian eras.
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Chronology is the undeniable underpinning in the chronicling of history, and it is
axiomatic that an unquestionable baseline is the absolute bedrock of
chronology. Establishing the true baseline is the principal prerequisite in the
reconstruction of chronological history and the lack of one may lay us open to
error. To illustrate, historians with absolute belief that the epoch of the Christian
era (1 CE) is the firm baseline of world chronology have failed miserably in
establishing the exact dates of the first dynasty of Babylon and the fall of
Babylon. This is apparent from the fact that the reign of Hammurabi has been dated in five
different chronologies: 1933-1890 BCE, 1848-1806 BCE, 1792-1750 BCE, 1728-1686 BCE or
1696-1654 BCE and similarly, the fall of Babylon has been variously dated as 1736 BCE, 1651
BCE, 1595 BCE, 1531 BCE or 1499 BCE.

This inconsistency in determining the exact chronology of the Hammurabi dynasty and other
instances is a clear indicator that the epoch of the Christian era does not qualify to be the firm
baseline of world chronology. The Venus Tablet of King Ammisaduga found in Babylon offers
independently verifiable astronomical evidence but unfortunately, world historians have markedly
failed to fix the exact date of the VVenus Tablet because of the blind assumption of 1 CE as the
epoch of the birth of Jesus Christ without presenting any independently verifiable evidence. Fixing
the exact dates of ancient historical events with precision is indeed an arduous and herculean
undertaking but this research has now conclusively established the exact dates of the Venus Tablet
based on archaeo-astronomical evidence. Thus, the reign of King Ammisaduga can be exactly
dated to 2473-2453 BCE, the reign of Hammurabi to 2619-2578 BCE and the fall of Babylon can
also be fixed as 2418 BCE.

The archaeo-astronomical evidence of the Venus Tablet, which accurately and independently
establishes the date of King Ammisaduqa, the fifth successor of Hammurabi, will qualify to be the
true baseline of the chronology of ancient Western kingdoms. Accordingly, my book argues that
there is a genuine need to reconstruct Western chronology up to Augustus without referring to
the epoch of the Christian era. In fact, eminent historians of the Western world have incorrectly
assumed the fictitious epoch of the Christian era {1 CE) as the unquestionable baseline and
reconciled the chronology of world history in antithesis to the traditional chronology of ancient
civilisations, resulting in numerous irresolvable chronological quandaries.

lllustrating with documented evidence and verifiable facts, this research has traced the complete
chronology of Western kingdoms from ancient times to the fall of the Byzantine Roman Empire. If
the date of the Venus Tablet as the baseline were to be unanimously accepted, all the chronic
problems of the chronology of world history can be satisfactorily resolved.
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